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-/ . theſe Diſcourſes ſuited to 
the Juſtneſs and Elegancy 


of Tar. T aſt, I might venture to ſay, 


that I am mating You an Acceptable 
Preſent; as the Subiect of the former 


known Regard to every thing, that is 


Sacred; and, as That of the latter fa. 


vours Tour Inclination to the Pleaſura- 


ble Retirement of a Country Life. In- 


deed a Perſon, who has gone through 


mam Scenes of Pubhick Buſmeſs with 
ſo much Honour, can't withdraw from 


It, but with Equal Credit, aud Satiſ- 


action. As 


A the 186 a Character 1 Tour 


Aurient Family has rectig d an addi- 
* Luſtre in Your HANDS; Ys 
Your farther Happineſs, that Tou can 


' ſee nothing in Proſpect, whith can in 


Am degree Impair It. — And, who- 
ever con/iders the promiſes : anne d to 
T hat Integrity, which is emmently ali. 
ftinguiſh d by the name of Wiſdom, 
can't be at aloſs to account for the ma- 
. ny Bleſſings, which Tou enjoy in ſuch 
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to 1 the Idea of ſo Great * 
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— i flows toni the Reeling 
or other bears to Him In'the for. 
in all manner 
7, when He is pleas d 
Operations of His Grace to 
e into His Like. 
ere 
tneſs, to ſtamp and imprint on 
Image of Himſe 
The Beſt of all this is but a Copy, a very di- 
ſtant Reſemblance of the inal.” We imitate 
Him here; as we'ſet'Him, but dor; and ma 
Foy, as He 1 
r 1 10 
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a Godoonly' them is Holy Eſſentially, thaw 
oatieublyj and Lnfnitely, and as Man, in a very 
-arſd in a derived manner, not with- 
of any Co makes ſome 
very ſmall and remote Approaches towards ＋ 
of his Maker, in endeavouring 


and to copy aut, at beſt 
Draught of that Inimitable Nen 10 


there is an —— apa . Holineſs; 
and is appropriated to Rye 
that und a more immediate R 


= Legard to Him or His Service. — 
Authority and Majeſty 
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ry. Diſcourſe ; not be mention d or even 
—— but as a Thing Sacred, with:a Re- 


as it was both dictated y His 


ftle: ſpeaks,” 
on , and there · 


Spirit, and written wth: His F 
fore ſhould be read and heacken to dy Ua ich 
ſome Degree of that Reſpectfull Regari, of 
that Awfull Dread, which attended it a firſt to- 
mulgation, when it was deliver d with 'Thuedert 


and Ligbini n 
the Ment fonnhad, and the 6e 

Such, 1 ſay, is the Authority and N | 
that He has not only thus His Name 


and His Word above all things 
from Common Uſe, pi 
treat either of them with Indi is a Sacri- 
legious Prophanation ; but tie has even appro- 
ted Times and Places to Himſeli. lias pitch't 
Fence and Guard abont Thein; und has 
mae Them. Sacred, hy 7 calling Them H 
MA 150 $4 þ 
Thos He commanded Hs People. to a 
Dey above another ; He Sequeſtred à certain 
ortion of their, Time from the Buſineſs of 
Ie's Dedicztion, by Hotourivly 
of His Sebbath and His Holy Day, to ſne them, 
That He had ſe — * to Himſelf, as 4 Time 
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Pauſe and Serious Attention; not an 
His Lm. and His Cmmandmem is Holy, as the 


he Us, that to 


It — Hime 4! 


guviſh this Haly Incloſure, 


vaſion by aſſerting 
it by Its Uſe, and Honour it with His Name. 


He has in them. Tis not che Temple, 


1 
: im n and on. tha ſame Account 
there is an Holineſs peculiar to thoſe Places, 
which dre ba:lt for the Honour of Fla Name, for 
the Performance of His Service, to thoſe᷑ 
Places, which the Lord our God hath choſen to to place 
His Nenie there. This is That Hohneſs of Rela- 
22 to them by God -— when 

le commands Us ro ence His Sanctuary, as 

well as to Nn His Sabbaths; and for the ame 


| Reaſdn; Bedauſe, ſaith He, 7 am the Lor. 
| (1. 2 ſuch, as derives an 


imprints a Character on, whatever 
yd in His Service; and (like the Wall 
= the Prophet Rei) makes a & 
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It i reachily allowd, That Agthe Times not 
Places are capable of any Inherent or „ eve 
Holineſa, in Reſpect of which Every Da 
Every Place is to be eſeem d alile. But 
He, that appernted: the Seaſons, and, created” the 


Earth, may reſetve, what — Either He 


ate and diſtin - 
make it His Own 
Property, may ſecure it from Violation and In- 
His Claim to it, may Hallow 


pleaſeth, to Himſeif may ſ- 


Our to theſe Places terminates not in 
Themſelves, but flows wholly from the Rela- 
tion, They bear to God, and from the Right, 
but Him, 
that dwelleth therein, whom we make the Object 


af our Hope, Faith, and Worſhip. The exter- 
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Superſtitious Agoration'of the Creature, as from 
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a Contemptuous 
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what Re feds the Bae of God is He, i 
ſame thing, as ro enquire} In what Reſpeqts it is 
His Houſe. And, to waye all other A 


I conceive, tis Agedy and properly A · 8 p 


as tis Deſign d and — 
The Royal Author of this — 


ty forbidden by God to attempt 

Houſe to His Holy Name, ar any he _ 

a Man f War,” and had ſbed. Blond \abungantly. 
That Honour was reſerved for Solomon, to whom 
God promiſed on that account. to — Reſt from 
all hit Enemies on every fide, that he might not 
want Leiſure to attend the Care, nor Cy 
to defray the Expence of that U 


The Work is Great, for the Palace ij not for Dean, 


but for the Lord: Go. However God 
was pleaſed to accept of the Pious Intention of 


. Holy Dacia, tho He would not 
put it in Execution. Ton 
1 was in thine Heart: 


didf vel, that 


receiv d at his Hands the Materials and Trea- 
dures, hich He had provided for the carryin Fn 


at'an immenſe Charge, notwithſtand- 
bg the great Neceſſitys and En of his 


por one et. the hong” e Treuble or F. 
e. Labauhocy 336 Sir Hate 
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Uſe; He lenprelfech f mile in ſuch a manner, 


as — that They were no longer to 
— a partioF Min Puſfenkons! that . 


the Tenure and 
that tre Right, 
ferd to God Almighty. . — J beoe-prepargd 


Property: of them was alter d; 
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Moreover ,. 


berauſe J my. Affection to the 
Honſe of my God, 1 — 


um proper © 
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in vhichathe King ehem bis Sabjeck ro joyn 
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So that, what was given: to>this Holy Uſe, was 
a Conſerrated Offering,” became alienated from i 18 
former · Owners, and the hole in was 
veſted in God 
cher Byidetic from be Devout Fetm, in which 
David makes a Solemn Oblation of the, Trea- 


ſures," eerst in which k.acknow- | 


t imahem, as He 


particularly — er to His 
Kere. Al chungt rome 1 


Brie! 


He had in them, was now tranſj- 
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Almighty. And Thi lag is fr: : 
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* 1 Theſe Materials . att tpobd 
Pioully offered by the Father, thah they were 
Religiouſiy preſerv d and Faithfully-apply'd 
the Son Who anche Texteflld ws us, broug 
in ol the things, which David Hir Facbor hau didi 

them among che Ti 
H. * Lord. > And no ſooner vu t 
whole Work entirely ſiniſh t, but w fi 


in expreſs Terms aſſerting His Own Rim ind 


Claim to ii.. — I du choſen this Plarrois My- 
fell fer un Houſe ef d, I hure choſeh a 
Sandi Thi Houfe,” that My Name may be there; 
Was it therefore no Qontradiction under the 
Law, that: Gd, who Ng F A ah 
ſhould Dookie + 3 any Nem P 
perty?: Could He hun be laid to have a more im- 
mediate or Intereſt in one 
another Did that Right dævove bpon Him en 
tirely from the Pious Bequeſts; 
Feringi, the Voluntary Contributions ei his Crea 
tures d Were theſe: Oblations accepted 

Such Marks of ation, as — 
mote Gods Honour, 0 i010 leſs perfect Ser: 
vice? od orange nie Bee the For: 


wer ov unkbenable\under-z- Curſhy: reli 
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ind ion, and from Their Statnp 
ſs d their Owner? Was, what was once 
in the Royal Treafary, eſteem da Sa 
1 . —— | 
Former dit 
All Future Demands +4 — "ho der 
Needed any thing at t His eatures, 
on yr pos rp recommend a\Liberal 
of Patt of their Subſtance to) His Uſe, from 
Whom: They received All>' Did He accept of 
this. Separation of their Goods, ag a Proof of 
their Regard to Himſelf, and as an Acknows: 
of the Tenure, which they held All 
the Reſt? : Did Theſe Gifts tiſe in their Value 
and from the n, they bore 
to the Circumſtances of the by whom 
they were ſeverally offer d — not 'David 
preſume. to er to — writs Fo — — 
; Nis Mee | 
: 

2 — Where Bend g — Ton 
tradiction or Abſurdity in ſ that God 
may en Now be ſpecially entitled to, whatever 
is chus ſever d from Common Uſe; ſet apart 

for thoſe Employments, in which His own He 
nour is as much No concern d as Ever, for | 
Works of Picty:and thoſe of Charity, not leſs 
to Him Now, than in any Former | 
Age, nor leſs. a Proof of our Lowe and Obe. 
dienceꝰ For why is it more inconſiſtent 
Gods Univerſal Empire, that One thing ſhox 
be mot His diſtin and than 
:oSerm, I. B Ano- 
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e it is, that Chriſtians, 
wich Him, houldbe wors his Feculias 
People, than the Heathe?n on 
That Cod has indeed ſuch a ht, aud thut 
tog undet the Goſpel, is inc 
Notion of the Sin of Sacrilege, Which & in 
2 remarkable Gtadation placeth above That oi 
Ke NATION prog norman 

Invading at Right 1 8 
— 7 That Rabbery: has a Care: en · 
_ — or that to Devout That, bini id 


I oarjelves the Houſes of God in Poſe 
Sanitsfitd and made meet for the Maſter « 
2 e in Sdiomon — Hare — 


a, Fngre, that exhibits the Bait, but hides the 
Danger +6 dee dhe that, into which fthan 


1 tab he, that Ane 


e dern wit — 2 h FI N 
„Tie Crus indeadg that Goch doth not Now 
kt with His. Creatures Affairs of this Sort 
as a Party, ima Viſihle and Publick manner; K 


n not Condition or Covenant with — — 
Buikdang en Altar ſhould ſuſpend a P 
He doth not pablickly aſſert. His own — 
it when built, nor purſue the Invader witli im- 

_ mediate: Vengeance: But then tis as true, that, 
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Expteis Revelation Lam, He: 
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tions of His Holy Spirit? that the Neceſſity of 
Faces ſet apart ſor His Worſhip, and his Proper- 
nme 
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of wings and needs not an Explicit Law to 
enforce it that, under a Diſpenſation eſtabliſh't 
on much — Sanctions, chan _ of Tem- 


the Sons of Eli from: de the dwelling plarer * 
His Hlaly Name, nor — —— you ö 
for the Outrage, This is no more an A t 
the Sacredneſs of thoſe Places, than it 
is an enta the Holineſs of His Name, 
that He ſuffers It to be blaſphem'd, and gene- 
rally by the Same Perſons; nor a Proof, that He 
will bold Them Gualtleſs in One Caſe z than 
in the Other... 
But, if we are not allow d to ſuppole any Arid 
logy between the Mercy: Seat, and the Chriſtian 
Altar; If it will not be granted from Arguments 
drawn from Reaſon and the Parity of the Caſe, 
that God is Now concern d to vindicate the 
Places of His Worſhip from Invaſion and Con- 
tempt, as having no ſuch Property in them, or 
for them, as He had Formerly; let us 
ſee, what farther Light che Goſpel will afford us 
| — Reſdlution of theſe Queſtions — Whe- 
ther a Dedicating part of our Subſtance to the 
Uſes of Religion has not a Place among the 
Chriſtian Dutys; : Whether things thus De- 
dieated do not thereby become Holy ; — Whe- 
ther Places imployd. in the Service of God are R 
— 2 2 — and — Whe- __ 
ther, — we may after- 
wards: call n 5 


And 
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And here I might obſerve, that the Relizive : 
Holineſs of things, which have any ſpecial Re- 
gard to God, 18, not obſcurely, intimated by our 
Bleſſed Saviour, when He tells us, that to 
2.4 r — by the 
is by His. footſtool ; by Feruſolem is - 
* by the Altar is by all ahi 
4 CS eee Sch The, emple is by Flim, 
4 dwelleth therein. All theſe things merely from 
the Relation, they bear — oo are here ſaid 
4 to make our {wearing by them to have theForm 
=_ and Solemnity of a Religious Oath. 
= I might u the Inſtance before alluded to 
= . of the partic given by our Lord 
to the well-meant Bounty of the poor Widow, that 
threw in 9 | 
our Saviour the fac Am | 
cated to the Seryice — . the Temple. 
I might obſerve, that in our Saviour's Sermon 
on the Mount, a many other Divine Pre- 
cepts, confeſſedly Evangelical, we have a very 
particular Direction for « Chriſtian's Behav! 
the Occiian of. his Goff 
* . 7 1 
ag im. We ſee, that not only tbe 
but the very Intention did ſo far 12 7 
Ein, that he was no — — 
it, than he was allow d to Offer it, whilſt he lay 
under a moral Di He was to leave 
there his Gift before the Altar, and ga his way; ff 
be reconciled to his brother, and Then come, and 
Offer his Gift, Juſtice and were neceſ. 
ſary to render That Acceptable, hirn his Ne» 
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But to — When, according to 
the — bf che Royal in the Dey 
of Chriſt's Power, ſoon after His Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, and Inveſtiture with the Regal Office, 
the People. offer d him Free-will Qfering with a 
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Apoftles Feet for 
the ee and Relief of = 1 and Di- 
ſtres t Church, we have the Preachers Aſſer- 
tion, * — * a6 i it, that — Jhldft 
not vow, than, that thou ſboulaſt vow, and not 
— Badly e. — plify = e 
ſtance of — ts. back ( the Original 
2 it part of, 4 — Himſelf 
0 8 a and Which therefore 
—— nor in his own Power and 
Diſpoſal; and robbed That Gad 70 to Whom he 
What the Puniſhment of his Sacrilegious 
Prevarication was, I need not ſay: Twas ſo 
Exemplary, that the Text informs us | 
Great fear came upon all the Chureh, and upon as 
many, 6s heard it. 
I any of theſe Inſtances prove, that a Chri- 
ſtian may aſſign, and ſet over part of his Sub- 


ſtance to the Uſes of Religion, and, that God 
will receive it as an acceptable Service done to 


Hunſelf, there is Yet more Reaſon to believe, 
that No of this ſort is ſo pleaſing to 
Him, as, What in it's Deſign and Tendency con- 
duceth directiy to the Advancement of Piety 
and Devotion; and that, in the Words of N- 
bemiah He will eſpecially remember us con- 
cerning This, and wipe not out the Good Deed:, that 
Fn ae . 
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Theſe Gates of Sen which: the 
22 HOG than all the 2 of Fereh,; 


They are- park wr deſigu d for i Hun 7 


Hi, Name, and to make Hit Praiſe Glarinut, art 
choſen and accepted by Him to be an Habitate 
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the Holy Gh they are not our dm; they 
not of Private Property or Secular Uſe, but are 
diſtinguiſh t from Other Places, as Chtiſtians 
ate from Other Men, by God's Poſleffing and 


nent Inſtance of our Saviour s T for God: 
Houſe, in regard to a Prophanation of the outer 
Court of the Temple, not Sacred to any Legal 


Expiations, but uſed only for Prayer and In- 


ſtruction, and Common to Jew and Gentile — 


a9 Honſe, ſaith He, hall d calld the Houſe of 

Prayer to All Nations in a literal — 
from the Prophet Iſaiab. The Prediction, thus 
commented on by Our Saviour 's 3 and 


- plication, may be underſtood to ſigniſie, that, 
when, (according to the Prophecy o Daniel, = 
which the Deſtruction of = Temple 1 


fold,) God would cauſe the Sacryfice and the Obla- 
tion t0 ceaſe, which were peculiar. to One People, 
and had Now their Full Determination; He 
would till have an Houſe of Prayer, not conſin d 
either to Mount Gerizzm or Ferujalem, but, which 


{hould be Common % Al Nation:; and that 


This Houſe of Prayer was as · properly Hit, 28 
That of Sacrifice. 1 9 We 
find St Paw, who had before ſaid —— If any 
pa „ 


rn, 


Owning them. Accordingly; we have an emi- 


3 r 8 388 wv + 2 1 FS*35 Fg 


be 
2 
” 
b- 
f 
e 
e 
$ 
d 
* 
s 
r 
li 
* 
f 
1 
7 
| 
5 
} 

, 

a 

| 

L 

| 

5 

| 

„ 

5 


SS. 
ſorey, aſterwards 1 Cor. xi. 22. ſeverely 
charging the Gyimhianr with Deſpifſng- the Church 
— Word fignifies the Place uſed 
appears ftom the Oppoſition, tis There and 
v. 3 ſet im ti ba of their Om, in which 
they were to perform the Common Offices of 
Life; and from Whar is before mention d v. 20. 
of their cmi iogorber into One Plithe, — | 
and vis of their eg topither in rhe Church. 
L e e eee 
Body ;/ yery T vation o 
— dy the Apoll bo lie ln — Diſcern- 
ing the Lord's H b B46 rue 
Tocbaclhude —— As Holmeſs;' according to 
the Nn of it beſdro ſtared; may, not impro- 
party, be uſoribed toaty Created thing, that is 
| Common Uſe, and ſtands in any 
fpecjal/Relation'to God; as this Separation and 
Relatiowimply God's Property inthe Thing, 
exclusive of Alt Other Claims; as the Chriſtian 
Service is not ſo Spieitual, but chat there is a 
Some place ro perform it III; and 
it cannot with any Reaſon be affiem'd; that, the 
more Spiritual che Service is, che leſs Suered is 
the Place; us the Nature of that Service requi- 
g, wat the Affairs aud Buſineſs of Common 
te ſhould no ways mix themſelves, or interſete 
wich it) Our Saviour has forbidden Us to 
His Father's Houſe an Houſe of Merobandiſs, and , 
would not ſuffer them 16 much a8 v + rr 
Veſſel thro\ tht Temple us we ate requir d in ou! 
ler in oſſetiug up our jeynt Prayers and Praiſes 
STEW 117 | to 
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(16). 
0 God) — the Apoſties after our Sai. 
viour s Aſcenſion, coutinniag daily inithe Temple, 


and in Solomon's Porch, and after their departure 


thence by a River-ſide, where Fr wont to 
I. made; as the Chriſtians immediately ſaccecd- 
| Them always ted the known and ſta= 

— Places of Devotion, as far as their Safety 


and Circumſtances would admit; as in after A- 


ges the Publick Places of Religion have always 
touch t and. affected the Beſt of Men avith an 
Avfull Revetence, and often the Worſt with a 
ſecret Dread and Horror; —— la Word, 
as we haue an Altar, from which infiyitely 
bears are diſpens * J, 
Jong! the Tabernacie; — as this ere at 


we pay Attend 
fn is 4 Oh — 


in a Religious one, is ſet apart ſolely to the 
rice of God; there can; —.— 


ety! in affirming, that the Plact, nberem we 


and, it Holy Ground; or ſaying (in ithe Reve· 
rential Exclamation of Faceb) Zowrariadful: 1; 
Dit Place]! Idi is une other; than the Honſe of 
| 9 and This if che Gate of Heovent;i 100 
Having endeavour d to eſtabliſi the P | 
tion 1 laid: down, by ſtating the Nature of 
Halineſe, and by ſhewing You, that it belongs 
as wk fon, whas 
notice of ſue ences, as 
— 2 bs 5 aer uh 8 an IE 
an Holineſs longing 
Hap of God, then.no pretence of Rrinate. De: 
our Attendance: on the pu- 


votion can excuſe 


e . I:ſhalk 


ware 


00 We a a a. 


Expreſs Defigna- 
Sense, by. x Solemn Dedication 


tb abe i 


an eren ee See of wwe at ei. had ee 
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of the Private and the Publick Worſhip of 
as They are Both of em made Equally and In- 


( 17.) 
wave any Compariſon between the Excellency 


diſpenſably our Duty; and ſhall only obſerve, 
that, how pious ſoever our Behaviour has been 


in the Cloſer, we are obliged to joyn in the Open 


_ Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, by coming, where 


to be appr 


in Him, but in That Inſtance; 


two ur three are gathered together in His Name, and, 
where He has promiſed to be in the mid of thei: 


| — — to, bay! ere the Lord in the Congre- 


1 If the Houſr of God be i , It ought 
ach, oach t to, and uſed Hop Reverence. 
If Moſes was commanded to put off his Shoes from 
off his Feet, becauſe che place, whereon he ſtood, 
was Holy Ground; if the meek and hutm- 
ble Jeſus overebrew the Seats of them, that fold Dover, 
which were afterwards kr to have been 
made Holy by being offer d to God, and ahbe 
the impious Market men out of the Temple; with 


ſuch Tokens of Indignation, as never appear d 
Let us 


take Care, that we dont provoke the Like Re- 


— | by any Lightneſs or Indecency in Our 
Behaviour there; or by a Refufal to ſhew ou 


External Marks of Reverence, which are uſed 


Tb it God s Houſe, in the Which it pleaſeth Him 
| deſigned Diſreſpect (called by St Paul Deſprſmg the 


and always underſtood to denote the Inu 
Value and Regard, we have for It. Have we 
not Hauſer of our Omn to eat and to drink in? 


to dwell; and to prophane or violate it by ay 


Church of God) is is a NE like That of Touching 
His Anomted, © | 
Serm. I. Cc ;dly, 
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tribute © 
ment and ; 


ee, the Gate, that 
Same High and 


— 


SINE en 
of the Preſence of the Great God) whenever 
we approach His Houſe, we ſhould, as far as bt: 
mane — will —__ of eden x ayer to 
catty nothing into His Immediate Sight, tha 
He is of Pars + thay to heult. 55 
And if the Hoaſe of God be thus Holy, and 
our Behaviour in It * to be So too, I ſhall 
in the Fifth and Laſt Place Infer, That we Maaß 
lawfully, and Ought to. Uſe All ſuch Helps, as 
may tend to further and aſſiſt us in our Devo; * 
tions. And of This kind is That, which has gi. , 
ven us the Joyfull Occaſion of being Aſſembled *—=» 
together at This Time. If the Renting to C 
Our Juſt Tribute of Praiſe and Fhankſgiving be 
an — — of Divine Worſhip; If it has 
been eſteem d by Writers of Great judgment to 
be the moſt Acceptable part of it, as it ſeems to 
expreſs our Diſintereſted Gratitude, and with- . 
out any Selfiſh View to terminkte Solely in God's 
Honour; how ſhould we endeavour to perform 
This Higheſt Act of Religious Adoration in the 
Utmoſt and Perfection of FHolineh, ! To 
diſchatge This Duty in a Becoming and Acce- 
ptable manner, How do's the Royal Author of 
the Book of Pſalmis exert All the Powers of His 
Soul, command All the Organs of His Body; 
call upon the Irrational,” and even Inanimate 
part of the Creation, to joyn together to make 
up a Grand Conſort in celebrating the Praiſes 
of their Creator! Theſe Latter indeed are no 
more, than Unactive Inſtruments of God's Ho. 
nour. The Heavens and the Firmament; in which 


there j neither Speech aw La Aeclart the 
Ghry of Gel a they hew forth Fir Efe 
WY Fire 
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Fir and Hail, Snow and Vapours, Wind and Storm, ' 


to All which He has given a Law, which ſhall not 
be broken, ſet forth His Praiſe, as they falfell His 
Word. But Man is the Only Creature of This 
World capable' of giving Actual Glory to God. 


From All Other things indeed God Receives 
Honour; but 'tis Man only, that can Pay it 


Him willingly and without Conſtraint. And 


ſurely This muſt needs be the moſt Perfect Em- 


ployment of Our Nature, which makes up the 
Happineſs of the Higher Orders of Intellectual 
* Beings. There can't be on Earth a nearer Re- 
ſemblance of the Glorify d Aſſembly of Saints 
and Angels and Fuſt Men made Perfect, than a Re- 
ligious Congregation, imploy'd in the Same Ex- 
erciſes with Thoſe Above; with United Hearts 


and Voices extolling the Praiſes of the Common 


Father, of Whom the whole Family in Heaven and 


Earth n Named. If God's Holy Angels, Thoſe | 


Servants of His, that do His Pleaſure, are repre- 
ſented as Singing the Seng of Moſes, and the Song 
of the Lamb, and that with their Harps in their 
Hands; This ſure is a ſufficient Warrant for the 
Lawfullneſs and Propriety of Muſick both by 
Voice and Inſtrument in the Publick Worſhip of 


 - God. Can there be a more laudable Ambition, 


than for Us, in the humble diſtance of Our Sta- 
tion, to endeavour, that Ged's Will may in ſome 
Degree be done, and His Praiſe reſounded in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven; and to make Our De- 
votions bear ſome fort of Likeneſs to Theirs? 
Theſe Helps and Incitements to a Religious 
Fervour have been greatly eſteem'd by the Beſt 


of Men in all Ages. The celebrated Songs of 


Moſes 


RU &. + 3 


: „ | 
Moſer ate an, abundant Proof of This —— A 
Service ſo Pleaſing to God, that One of them 
was order d to be Sung by the Children of , 
rael in all their Generations; Another is repre- 
ſented as yet making up a Part of the Adora- 


tions us d in Heaven. If Moſes begin His ee 


with I will fing unto the Lord, for He ha 
triumph d gloriouſly —+' Miriam and: her Fol- 
lowers with their Tzmbrels in their Hands, with 
the ſame Pious Warmth, and in the ſame Holy 
Accents redouble —— Sing Ye unto the Lord, for 
He hath triumph d gloriotaſſů . 
If we bring This Matter lower, We find, That 
Great Maſter of Devotion, the Man after God's 


own Heart, even when as yet there was no 


Temple, | compoſing Great Variety of Pſalms 
for the Publick Service, and inſtructing no leſs 
than two Hundred fourſcore and Eight Perſons in 
the Uſe of em, as tis expreſt —— for Song in 
the Houſe of the Lord, with Cymbals, Pſalteries, and 


Harps for the Service of the Houſe of God, | 


When the Temple was Dedicated, we have 
a moſt Surprifing Account of the Mufical Per- 
formances, with which That Service was at- 
tended. With the two Hundred fou. ſcore and eight 
mention ere —— an Hundred — 
Prieſts ſounding with Trumpets. Tis very remark- 
We — God Jeclard His Acceptance of This 
(almoſt Angelical) Conſort, by an Immediate 
and Extraordinary Manifeſtation of His Glory 
and Preſence. No Deſcription of Humane Com- 
poſure can be lively enough to raiſe in You an 
Idea of It. The Account, that God Himſelf 


gives of It, is moſt Magnificent and Affecting, 
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# 2 Tn 
to make One Sound . 
BY homes) ans 
when ts 
uri fy Muck, Ra 
Trrn the Hoſe wa fled with Claw, even the 
ry tx Mou” Brea reed s could 
not ſtand to by reaſon 2 
the Lor E As of 
Prayers and Praiſes, we have been now 


s and s were as One, to 


To: 
Offering to God, be but an Imperfect Repre- 
ſentation of the Awfull Solemnity, I have been 
mentioning ;/ yet, if they have accompa- ' 


nied with Sincerity and Fervour, we have rea- 
ſon to believe, They are Graciouſiy and Fa- 
vourably accepted, and that the Glory of the Lord 


has in ſome Degtee and Meaſure ff This 
Huonſe. May the Work of Piety of This Day 


engage Us to a greater Regard to the Huuſe of 
bd) to 2 ore — — on the 
Publick Service, to a Warmer and more Inflam d 
Devotion in it, to an Imitation of the Angeli- 
cal Choir in their Purity, as well as Worſhip, in 
Their Love of God, and of One another; and, 
whilſt we are Singing Glory to God in the Higheſt, 
let us Promote That Glory, by endeavouri to 
attain Peure on Earth, and by Prof on 
all Otcafions being ready to e out A 
N towards __ 


For the earth bringe th forth fruit of her 
ſet, firſt the blage, then the car, af- 
ter that the full corn in tho car. 


| thor of Nature, without whom 


blance, they 
which the fruit: of the 
nels and perfection. Thus He compares 
world, the Scene of His Spiritual productions, 
to @ field; the labours of the firſt planters of 
Chriſtianity to That of the ſemer; the Goſpel to 
the ſeed ; the ſpringing of it up to tbe blade; it's 
farther progreſs to the ear; it's arrival to it's des 
ſign d growth. to the full corn in the: dar; it's per- 
tect ripeneſs to the fruit; it's hindrances and 
Serm, II. | obſtru- 


(24) 
obſtructions to the taree; it's glorious conſum- 
mation to the harveſt; the Minifters imploy d in 
gathering together Hu Eled to the Reapers; the fi- 
nal ſeparation of good and bad men tothe bind- 

ing ap the Sheaves ; and Himſelf to che pray 
Harve | 

NOR in this Parable, that this good 

ted, when it had root, would fill the Land; 
that His field was like the earth, which brought 


. forth fruit of Ky. and that, as 'tis there ex- 
preſt, whether the Husbandman ſlept, or roſe, the 


Seed ſpring's, and grow s up, be 


not hom; 
intimating, that this rodigious increaſe of the 
Goſpel (which, He ſay s, can't ſo. proper 
compar'd to any thing, as to the leaſt of All Seeds, 
becoming the greateſt of Al. Herbs) was not to be 
the effect of humane care or vigilance; —— the 
Sed would fpring and grow up, we know not how ; 


and, that therefore we muſt aſcribe All the ſuc-, 


ceſs, it ſhould ever meet with in the world, to 
the Same Hand, which firſt caus d, and ſtill 77 
eth the Increaſe of it. ? Fi 

And with many ſuch Parables (as the Evange- 
lift concludes this Account) ſpake He the word un- 
to them, as they were able to hear it, leading em 
to the knowledge of the ſublimeſt Truths by 
things obvious to their Senſes, and within the 
reach of their daily Obſeryation. of 

Thus, as Solomon, an inſpired Pieachis, had 
ſent us for inſtruction to the G Granary of tbe Ant, 
one of the ſmalleſt and moſt neglected of the 
Animated Creation, had'bid us her ways, 
and learn wiſdom from her foreſight; Our Bleſl- 


a i RIO brings us to 
al yet 


Y hm tO hv Sd AD 


ly be 
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( 25 
a yet lower. Claſ-in'the Sd ef Nature, to 


Creatures below Thoſe of Senſe and Breath; t · 


tbe blade, the ear + the fo on, in the ear, and the 

fruit — 8 11 that He, bath given the 

; road to. the ' Men for tek Inſtru. 

2 re leo har Supply and . 
FG to refer rvations on Na 

ü to His Honour, who 2 all things, 


x 


se nd buiont WAI. 
I the Intention of the Church in-appoint- 
ing the Feſtival of RoGaT10N-SUNDAY, — 


and, hoſe nd Gl e, and 
and for whoſe pleura ory they ar 


the three enſuing Fiss, isdeclaret/{in the H 
mily for this Seaſon) tobe 


ly to laud and thank Amit cpa 


niched with all manner ot fruit, to the main⸗ 
corporal: neceffitys;'fot our food 
yet ws _ > — — 
in praxers ton ence," to 
—— erve the ſame ftuits in ſending us ſeaſon- 
able Meathet, hereby we may gather in the 
fol Fruits, to — 
goodneſs had d them: —— 1 
ie wilt not be foreign to the Deſign of di Ir. 
cient and Pidus Inſtitution, if I take occafion 
from theſe words to point out ſome of thoſe 
Religious Uſes, to which the conſideration of 


the Growth and Increaſe of the Fruits of the 
Earth may be apply de And eien . ee 


to the following 3 


At tt an „e 346) 5 8 
. ——— rakachiC ious 


be anche extreme „ of our 8 
ce 


God for his. . 
great benefits, by behoiding' the, Fields reple- 


end, for which his Father} 


0 26) 
. bnce- the Fall oſ our Fitſt buon, ane 
. dan imanbe Cauic of it. ern 


Ila, d e ſhould þ Ae led W Said 
plate he W Wildom an Werden * age 


Lanowittg "the and Goodneſs | 
Gl. Ane Na 6 ( 1 99107 = a 
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Ivan, We ſhould Wit learn che«Dary'of 
depending on Providence. GOIN i 2A 
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place, We ſhould be. olten ſed to te · 
extreme Change! of our Condition 
= - Vn cb Fall 96 our Hiſt Parents andi to en- 

quire into the 

ii Wildt Man remain d in a. State of 

Labour was ln and Art ſuperflugqus 
Himfelf planted, „ 

2 
tree, f * to 

fal — 2 — 2 

watered the whole face of tie g. TheAlmigh- 

ty Deſigner bleſt His 3 

the Workihanſhip of His hands with delt 

Sway He had mae, ed bole. 

was very. he Earth,and ita Jaa eden 
equally an the End, for which each of 
om were Treated; the natural fruitſulneſs of 
the One, rewarding the ready and willing Obe - 
dience of the Other. Then it was, that fruit- 


full ſeaſom knew no intetruption ; Fear: dad 


not e W world; Viciſptmde, 


change 


IIIa, we Wood he tice leur to allmire = 


feof it. I 1 44 13 111 gain a 


—— 
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form Them, and eybry thing, they wanted, gave 
em all things richly ts enjoy, who, without Rain, 


in abundant plen 
gen em; bare One age 
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changes and diſappointment were things un- 


known. Every thing fully anſwer d the Will of 


rebeiv di a and a Command, and did It- 
ſelf in ſame ſenſe: ſat ſarib its Maker's Praiſe, s 


it fahl a bir Word. Enjoyn d by che Law of the 


Crention to bring forth graſe, and ve herb yield 
Se ; gelle fu offer bs 
kmd, It paid a conſtant, tho conſtrain d Obe+ 
dienoe to Its Creator. And; tho indeed it can't 
be. ſaid to have been an Agent, yet it was a 
principal Inſtrument of advancing God's Ho: 
nour, as it adminiſtred to it's happy and inno- 
cent Natives inceſſatit occaſions of adoring the 
Bounty, the Wiſdom, the Power of That ( 
Creator, who out of the ſame Materials could 


could ſend n frecefull Lahe, filleng their hearts 
th food and a. > — here. it was, that They 


with food 
might at, and ſer, bow 1 our the Lord ic, reap 
jw. 2 effects of His Bounty reach t out 
ty and profuſion, and liberal. 
Reſerve 
very tree in the garden thun 
mayeſl freely cat . to peoue che Bounty, the 
roger rg eg rok iency of thy Maker; 
But ef the tree of \ Knowledge" thou not eat 
— 2 
Tryal of thy Obedience, I the dey, that 
furely' die —— to 
ſecure His Laws from'tontempt, and vindicate 
His Jyſice ; to prevent thy falling, or render 
thy Fall inexcuſable. Thus did ——c 


and Limitation- Of 


3 (28) 

and Juſt Lawgiver guard and fence His Original 
—— a dreadfull Threat and San - 
con, that: there might be no Motive 22 
to reſtrain His Creatures from 
Bounds and Limits of their Duty; and, 5 
caſe of their Fall, no Imputation might ſye up- 
on Him, whoſe Goodneſsf fully forewarn'd them 
of, what His Power and Juſtice would as certain- 
ly: execute: that God might be ohteoig, and 
All Men Sinners ; that God might be j ified im bis 
he ante appear guilty, 3 | 


1 * 
py had it been eb Them; 
Wann if this Solemn Threat Ralie — 
effect and influence upon em. But upon their vio- 
lating this ſingle Teſt of their Obedience, and 
— Condition of their Happineſa, the Face of | 

— — — ＋ alter d. The Ground, which 
bleſt for the uſe of Man, Was 

now laid under a Malediction and Auatlema on 
His account —— Curſed ir the ground for thy ſake. 
Inſtead of trees: good far food, Ar aſant to the 
fight, the herb yielding ſeed, and the fruit tree yield- 
ing — after; has lind, (the former natural Pro- 
— the * now 2 Thorns and thiſtle: 
it to thee, Says his j in- 
a In the place we net: — 
dulgence Of every: tree of the garden thun 
os e eat, ** De. is * to eat 


2-3-1 el» CSSR. 


en, now * . 
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(629) 
the earth, 2 —— te 
preſerve an exact and 
— — - henow — rw. 
aſted, and his labour render di meffectuat 


tbe ture ; antth 

uch are call d in Scripture 
a "being: dent to vindicate the 
Cauſe of the Angle and to reinind us of the 


firſt tranſgreſſion; and which, in purſuance of 


that Commiſſion, do oſton each of em ſucceſ- 


aun and deſtroy, what the other has left. 
The chern and the rl, the labour and fiveat 


annex t by our Great reator to the puniſhment 


of tilli * till we return to It, and 
which too is. very often not repaid, but 
with diſappointment —— Theſe ſhould often 
put us upon reflecting, how grievous the nature 
of Sin is, one ſingle Act of w ich detir d a com- 


mon Curſe upon the earth, and ĩt 's Inhabitants, 
drove the Man out ef Paradiſe, piaced à Guard of 


Cherubims, and a flaming Sword at the 
and brought the Sentence of Soirow and Death 


| into the world. 1. v1 


An purſuance of this Juſt Doora; the ground 
ſtill frands 4 wider rant fix d hatred 
and averfion to Sin; but Man, thro: the Divine 
Mercy, has had his Sentence gracioufly mitiga- 
ted, and the moſt dreadfall part of it totally 
repeal d, on theſe eaſy conditions, that He will 
ſue out, and make application for his 


pardon, in lamenting aſt Sn and reſol- 
ving againſt — — hat moſt tremen- 
8 e the day, that — 

| there- 


more plainly confeſi their Author, than in the 


/ 


( 20) 

_ ; Thee us fore dye,.remaios in full force 
-_ 7 every: Son 2 of Adam, with regard to 

' our tetarming $0) the 

talen but, inithe higher ant worſe: ſenſe of 

the words; tis exchang d into à ſolemi Aſſu- 

rance from the Same Law-giver, tha Ho, 

that believeth in Him, Holl aner dis. We: can't 

indeed by all our labour deliver the earth ſtom 

that irretrievable Curſe, it lyes under, nor our 


and to — it by death; but, which 1s inſi - 
nitely more deſireable, we may, by ſincere en- 
deavours of our Own, and the efficacious Merit 
of Another, repair che breaches, and reſtore 

the Decays of our —— copy- 


ing, as near as we can; the ——— | 
Obedience of the Second Adam, as we have par - 


taken of, and too. cloſely aper . the 
Fran of the Farft.". 


126 Secondly, We ſhould be: hence, led 10 con · 
template the Wiſdom and Power of God. The 


and beautifulh:Vatiety, that id ſeen 
in the Vegetable World: is an abundant demon- 
ſtration, that it's contrivance is from Iuſinite 
Wiſdom, and the eff 


Power. The Works of Nature do do where 


orderly and regular Succeflion of theſr Produ- 
tions, which make theif Annual Returns as 


 tuly, 48 the Mon and Stars fulfill 2 ; 


Thus the Earth: (as well as the Heavens). dtclares 


the Glo and His —— pr 
The. 2 of Gd —— 

__ which: "ths Great Author of Nature:has 
| pre- 


4 om whence we were 


ſelves from being ated to at: of it in ſorrow, 


effecting it from Almighty 


„ ˙²˙ Sees AWE. Sa CEEEDY 


7 * 


Rh 
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this great Effect muſt be tract up 
arbaſt Hau — wer 
Providence ſtill —— 


. e ee 7 „ . „ere 1 Fa ww 
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Tm the lively Cours of a Hdwr are made 


86 
preſeribedd it: aud, if ĩt does immediately de- 


rive an Ihfluence from the Celeſtial Bodies, | A$ 


the Inſtrumental Cauſe of cs ander = 


dos. as really hee -Adiimſeif,r when He b 
the Sn in his Smet h, as, when He riana: 
the graſs of the Feld, All the Wotksof Nature 


ſtand in — degree of eſteem aich God, 
as He mad (in This ſenſe too): 


end abe great, and cineth far all alite. Be 
ro and it ſbineth uot; yen be ftars are not 
pures in ge. Theſe Bodies thormote glo- 
rious in their Appearance, yet o their Origin 
to the ſame Cauſe, andi were made to conduce 
to the ſame end with the minuteſt herb, wh 
equally with them, demonſtrates the Power 
Wiſdom, and as /Joudly ſpeaks che — of 


its Oreator. O Lord;hew are Thy Works, 
ſays: the Flalmiſt, in fun eben made them 
el; tbe eonth. it Wms $as 


viour ddimſelf cond 


fie 


to om a noble Mo. 


tal and Deduction ——— 


＋ chef, which, He ſays, _— 
Pomp, chan ever! Sa was: oe. He 

tells un, that they are f Gods Ob· 
xRs of His Cart and — and thenoe 
conciades, that We; fat. whole Inſtruction and 
Pleaſure Theie were created, are much more ſo. 


to correct the Pridet and Scate of a Prince; as 
the Ir imq; canty, and reſemble It in 
— 9 lame time ate _ . 


. 
to look Sue thin deren hs fame 
hand; wich Side garni- 
8 1 — a Leflowdos: the confide- 
ration of thefe:(efteem'd inconfiderable}-Works 
ol Nature inculcate to us. Theſe, like the other 
o:Bble Partaaf the Creation, lead us to the know. 
leuge of Him, that is ibi; They ſhew us, 
that His. Power and even in the mi- 
nuteſt Productions, confound all the Art and 
Skill of Man; arid, that His Providence, like di 
| ir oder all Hu Works; not limited or con- 
ſin d to, what e vainly thin to be of moment 
and — but, that abe graſs .of ebe field 
(as well as a arrow and tlie hhiri v dur bend) 18 
nor forgorten ' before" Cod, bars is alvays under His 
Cogmiance and Inſpection. Jurist 28703 
113. Thiraly, We ſhould learn hence to admire 
the Bounty and Goodneſs of Gd. 
i» God Almighty has not debarr d even fallen 
Man from any pleaſures, but ſuch, as are hurt- 
ſull and d e to Himſelf. Theie dre ra- 
tional and innocent Delights which ure above 
the taſt of an Epicure. To read the Gobdneſs 
of Godin the Book of Nature, here open d wide 
and diſplaꝝ d to our View, to ſee the v of 
His Liberaltey in the abundant Plenty of vegeta- 
ble productions, to obſerve more cutiouſſy the 
ſucceſſive gradations, by which: (as our Saviour 


ſays) a oy muſtard-ſeed gyem, and waxed" a 
great 1 — Theſe are cations, beyond | 
chat of finfoll pleaſure. This is a 

to exerciſe the e — of * ahi 


. enquiry is mention las f 
10 Wiſdom- — — df Pate of Tre frm 


ments, that neither cloy in their uſe, nor leave 


minds, when we conſider, with what prodigious 


Plentronſneſe, farniſheth us with, 


great meaſure repair'd by Art and Labour, and 
theſe to be repaid with Plenty and Increaſe. 
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the Cedar - tree, that ij in Lebanon, even unto the 
Hyſſop, that ſpringeth out of the Wall. How gra- 
cious is our merciful Creator in leading us to 
the knowledge of Himſelf by ſteps ſo delights 
full and pleaſant; in affording us entertain- 


any nauſebouſneſs or diſguſt upon the reflection; 

which, whilft they innocently gratify the Senſes, 

at the ſame time highly improve the Soul ! 
What Wonder and Gratitude ſhould fill our 


plenty our labours are crown d, with how dif- 
proportionate an increaſe they are repaid, by 
that libergl and open hand, that giveth graſt io 
the cattel, and green herb for the. ſervice of men, 
and makes the valleys laugh and fing under their 
burden]! Thus He filerh all things lroing with 

| e rai tor beim, 
ceflary for our our =_ 
dich to cheer, and breùd 10 ftr the 
heart of man, from that earth, which 17 full of 
Hu riches, and obſervant of His Will. To ſubdue 
the earth was made the Duty and the Privilege 
of Man after the Fall. It had loft it's former 
natural fertility, but that Loſs was to be in a 


Thus He hath given the earth to the children of men, 

and therein a Provifion ſufficient for all His 
Creatures; a Proviſion ſo ample, to anſwer the 
wants and neceſſitys of our State, that, as the * 
Apoſtle ſays of the Manna, —— He, that gather- 

erh leaſt, hath no lack. | 


Sm. 1. — - E 4. Fourth- 


„T ee es te a tt cate tes 


them, 
He, that gave em their Corn, and Vine, and Oyl, 


(34) 
4. Fourthly, We ſhould hence learn the Duty 
af 1 on Providence. 

What St Paul ſays in the Alußve, is true in 
the Literal ſenſe of the Words —— that, nei- 
ther is he, that planteth, any thing, neither he, that 
watereth, but God, that giveth the increaſe. The Di. 
vine Juſtice has decreed, that Succeſs ſhall not 
always attend our Labours; as tis entirely 70 
ing to God's Goodneſs, that it ever dos. 
and Induſtry are encourag d to hope for, — 
not entitled to demand a Bleſſing. Humane en- 
deavours are requiſite conditions, but not ne- 
ceſſary cauſes of Plenty. When Cod, even Our | 
God, gives us His Bleſſing, tis then only, that 


© the earth bring's forth her increaſe. Tis He, that 
. watereth her furrows; and, whoſe Clouds drop fat- 


neſs; and, who either ſends His Bleſſing to · ex- 
cite our Gratitude, or witholds it to ſecure. our 
Dependence. Thou ſhalt plant vineyardt, and 
dreſs them, but ſhatt neither drink of the +, Mine, ner 
gather the grapes; for the worms ſhall. eat _ 
Thou ſhalt have Olive trees throughout all thy coa 

but thou ſhalt not anoint thy ſelf with Oyl; for 


' Dlie. ſhall c Ld his fruit —— becauſe thou 7 — 


not the God with joyfullneſs and gladneſs 
of heart, for i abundance of all things, ſays God 
to the 2 — And again. He threatens 

that, becaufe they did not know, that twas 


therefore He would take His Corn in the time 
thereof, and His Wine in the ſeaſon thereof,. and 
would recover His Wool and His Flax, i. e. He 
would make em ſenſible of their Dependence 
* Him, by withdrawing thoſe — - 
which. 


ſom, neither ſhall fruit 


(3 ) 
which They would not echndulodye the Re- 
ceipt. - The Dew of Heaven, that ſoftens and im- 
regnates the earth, the Blaſting and Mil. dem, 
that deſtroy it's fruits; the ſmall rain, and the 
great rain of His ſtrength, which God cauſeth to 


come, whether for Correction or for Mercy, are each 
of em Inſtruments in His Hand, ſeverally uſed, 


as He ſees either of em neceſſary,” to bring 
about the ſame end · to warn us not to 
Hope for, nor to Eear any thing, but from His 
Favour, or His Diſpleaſure; to uſe our endea- 
vours with chearfullneſs, to expect the event 
of em with reſignation, to bear even · the diſ- 
appointment with ſubmiſſion. Thus, like the 
Hutbandman mention d by - St games, we muſt 


. wait for the pretiou fruits of the earth, and have 


patrence for it, untill we receive the early tina 
25 latter rain, reſting humbly aſſured, that, if 
God ſees it 15 for us, in due ** we ball reap, 
if we faim not. But, if the Succeſs do not anſwer 
our hopes, or reward our labour, we maſt re- 
member, that the Thorn and ThiſMe, the Pro- 
duce of the Firſt Sin, have taken deep root; 


lament the Cauſe,” bat ſtill bleſs the Author -Y 


our Misfortunes ;- acknowledge His ſuſtice; and 


hambly rely on His/ future Goodnels and Bleſ- 
ang. To this purpoſe we have a moſt beauti- 
fulf, and inſtructive paſſage in the Prophet 
Habakkuk, c. 3. Although the Hg. tres ſpall not bloſ- . 
be in the vines ;" the labour 
of the = ſhall fail; and the fields ſhall —— 10 
t be cut the 
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inthe LORD, 1 wil je i bfu, 
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mention one more religious 


1I᷑ ſhall but 

Uſe, that may 
I could not wholly paſs by, becauſe it is found 
in ſo many of the Inſpired Writers; and That 
is, that hence we 'ought frequently. to reflec, 
how fading and tranſient all earthly Enjoyments 
are. The Hiſtory even of Man's Riſe and Fall 


is compris d by Fob in a few words —— He . 


meth up, aud u cut down, like a If this 
compariſon gratify his Vanity, from the beauty 
of the emblem, under which he is repreſented, 
it however mortifies and checks his Pride, from 
the conſideration, that That-beauty is of ſhort 
continuance; and that, as & Fames lays —— 
2 of the faſhion of it per iſhetbh. If no un- 
ſome ſudden Accident may anticipate. and haſt- 
en his decay ; but even, if be le out all bays days, 
and wither, before he le pluck t up, he flouriſheth 
but one ſhort ſeaſon —— be cometh up, end: i, 
cut down, | 1 21 7 rie 
Vive me leave to add to this Reflection, that, 
as the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our lives is 
frequently ſhadow d out in Scripture in bei 
compar d to thoſe Vegetables, which ſoo 
fade and wither; ſo in the vegetable world too, 
we find abundant, arguments, which do, not ob- 
ſcurely, intimate to us, I. don't ſay, the Ger- 
taĩnty, but the Paſſibility of a Reſurrection. In 
the courſe of theſe natural things, we know, 
that Corruption and-Decay is the very Seed and 
Principle of Life. Tis the Apoſtle's own Rea- 
loning, . Tbat, which thou feweſt ru not quick- 
ed; expept it dis: and our Saviour s _ 
ont 1 a a 


drawn from this Subject, which 


Blaſt prevent his arriving to maturity, 
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vine Power, that from a 
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but ſo, as not to forge 
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4 Corn of wheat fal into the ground, and dir, it 
abideth ane: but, tf it die, ——— 


fruit. The Alteration, Diſunion, and Diſſolu- 


tion of it's parts, is no bar, but the only means * 
poſſible of it's reyival and growth. The Di- 
diveſted of*the 
Form it had, when it was thrown into the 
ground, can raiſe a Plant of the ſame kind and 
0 5 is as well = —_ —_ to Us, to 
raiſe in Incorruption that, which was ſawn in Cor- 
ruptiam, — —— But 
the Doctrine of the Reſutrection has a firmer 
Foundation, than Theſe Hints taken from the 
Book of Nature. I only argue thus far, that 
Thoſe, who deny the Poſſibibty of it from the 
pretended Difficulties, ſee things every day in 
fact, which are equally Unaccountable. And I 
ſhall only add upon This Subject, that the Pro- 
duction of every the — herb, and much 
more the Nuewal of the whole Face of the 
at every Return of the Spring, is as much 
the Underſtanding of = Philoſopher, as ths 
Reſurrection exceeds the Faith of the Sadducee. 
That theſe or the like Pious Sentiments would 
naturally ariſe from a ſerious Attention to the 
Wonders of the vegetable Creation, may be 


collected from Our Saviour s Own Direction to 


the Lilli, bow they gr ow; to 
Growth, and — 
their Author; to con- 
der them, not barely 4 Delight, or Amuſe- 
ment, but to a Religious End and Purpoſe. 
Were this uſefull S purſu'd, Did the Hul- 


Us —— to 
refle& on their Origin, 


bandman, with Iſaae, go out into the field to me- 


dit ate, 
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ditate, how would the Puniſnment of tiling be 


ground be improv'd-into the greateſt Bleſſing; 


| when He, that reapeth, would, in thę midſt of 
his laborious imployment, be receiving wages, and 


gathering fruit unto life eternal; and both He, that 
ſomerh, and He, that reapeth, might reſeyce toge- 
ther, —— with a Joy exceeqing the joy in Har- 


Indeed theſe Reflections are no where ſo like- 
ly to be cultivated and improv d, as in ſuch pla- 
ces of Privacy and Retirement. There mal a 

Garden, to which Jeſus oft · times had re .with 
. His Diſciples (no doubt, greatly to Their Spiri- 
tual Benefit and Inſtruction) and, which He laſt 
made choice of for His Own Sublime Devotions. 


Such a place, whilſt it gives us the opportunity 


of Retreat and Abſtractedneſs, might at the 


ſame time Suggeſt to Us proper matter both of 


Humiliation and Encouragement, if conſider d 
as thy Scene of the two moſt memorable Events, 
that ever happen d in the World; '——— as a 

Place, where the Firſt Adam committed His Sin; 
and, whither the Second retir d, to begin the 
Agony, that was · to Attone for it; to beat, and 
to remove It's dreadfull Conſequences. But we 
muſt remember, that, unleſs the Mind be al- 
ways on it's guard, perpetually full of the Senſe 
of the Divine Inſpection, and conſtantly Im- 
ploring the Divine Aſſiſtance, the Euemy will 

rejoyce to ſom tares in a Soil ſo proper to receive 


the good ſeed; and we may be ſaid to be in perils 


(where even our Lord Himſelf was a) in 
the Wilderneſt. If we ſtrive to hide ourſelves 
from the Preſence of the Lord God among the Trees 
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of the Garden, if we don't conſider Him as Near 


us, and Ourſelves as always in His View, the 
Serpent, the Subtilleſt of All Beaſts, is but too 
likely to ſurpriſe us, to tempt, and endanger 
us by that enſnaring Suggeſtion Ye ſball 


not ſurely dye. Let us therefore in our Soli- 


tude call in the Divine Aid, and pray, that 
He, that ſpieth out All our Ways, would likewiſe 
order. All our Steps; that we may innocently 
enjoy, and moderately uſe the Bleſſings and 
Delights, He has ſo plentifully indulg'd us; but 
ſtrictiy abſtain from coming near the Tree, of 


which He has commanded us —— Ye ſhall not 
om  * . | 
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